

ADOPTED 4/14/15


Introduced by Council Member Bishop & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson, Boyer, Brown, Carter, Clark, Crescimbeni, Daniels, Gulliford, Holt, Jones, Joost, Lee, Love, Lumb, Redman, Schellenberg and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2015-228-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA OSPREYS MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE ATLANTIC SUN CONFERENCE REGULAR SEASON AND TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIPS AND EARNING A BID TO THE NCAA TOURNAMENT FOR THE FIRST TIME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the UNF Ospreys men’s basketball team played a very challenging schedule in 2014-15, playing 13 of their first 16 games on the road, including a victory in the Cancun Challenge in Mexico and a win at Purdue in addition to road losses to perennial powerhouses Florida State, Alabama and Iowa, and finishing the season with an overall record of 23-11; and


WHEREAS, Head Coach Matthew Driscoll’s squad dominated the Atlantic Sun Conference regular season schedule, compiling a record of 12-2 and defeating the defending conference champion Florida Gulf Coast University by 14 points on the Eagles’ home court in Ft. Myers in the penultimate game of the regular season to clinch the regular season championship and the top seed in the conference tournament; and


WHEREAS, as the regular season champion the Ospreys earned the right to play all three of its tournament games in the UNF Arena, defeating Stetson, Lipscomb and USC-Upstate over the course of 6 days before ever-larger crowds, culminating with the championship game win by a score of 63-57 over the Upstate Spartans in front of an overflow crowd of 6,155 rabid Osprey fans and a national television audience on the ESPN network; and 


WHEREAS, the young Ospreys squad, which features only 3 seniors, placed two players – junior guard/forward Beau Beech of Ponte Vedra Beach and sophomore guard Dallas Moore of St. Petersburg – on the All-Conference First Team, and also had the conference’s Defensive Player of the Year in junior forward Demarcus Daniels and the Coach of the Year in Matthew Driscoll; and


WHEREAS, the A-Sun Tournament championship earned UNF its first ever bid to the NCAA basketball tournament as a 16-seed first round game participant in Dayton, Ohio facing the Colonials of Robert Morris University of the Northeast Conference for the right to face the Duke Blue Devils, the number one seed in the South Region, in Charlotte; and

WHEREAS, the unprecedented success experienced by the UNF men’s basketball team has energized the UNF campus and the entire City of Jacksonville in a way that few events can, and has raised the profile of the university and the city nationally and generated tremendous excitement and pride throughout the community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the University of North Florida Ospreys men’s basketball team on winning the Atlantic Sun Conference’s regular season and tournament championships and earning the school’s first bid to the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament. The coaches, players, student body, faculty, administration, friends and supporters of UNF are congratulated on this outstanding achievement and extended the City’s best wishes for continued academic and athletic success in the years to come.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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